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July 4, 2010
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Laura Ecklar, Director, Communication Services
State Teachers Retirement System of Ohio
275 E. Broad Street
Columbus, OH  43215-3771
 

The Ohio News Organization of the state’s leading newspapers is requesting records from the 
State Teachers Retirement System of Ohio, recognizing the limitations imposed by R.C. 145.27 
and Chapter 1347. 
 

We understand, for example, that R.C. 1347.10(A) creates potential civil liability in an agency 
if it were to release "personal information" that is not a "public record" if the release of that 
information harms the individual who is the subject of the information. We also understand 
that "personal information" under R.C. 1347.01 is "any information that describes anything 
about a person, or that indicates actions done by or to a person, or that indicates that a person 
possesses certain personal characteristics, and that contains,and can be retrieved from a 
system by, a name, identifying number, symbol, or other identifier assigned to a person."
 

We further understand that R.C. 145.27(A)(2) requires STRS to decline to release:
a public employee’s detailed statement of all that employee’s previous service under R.C. 
145.16; the "amount of a monthly allowance or benefit paid to the individual" employee;
an individual employee’s "personal history record."
 

A prime objective of our request is not to seek recorded information that we or our readers could 
link to any particular individual. Because we don’t want STRS to disclose any content that would 
link the recorded information that we seek to any particular individual, R.C. 1347.10(A) and R.C. 
145.27(A)(2) should not inhibit the ability of STRS to provide the recorded information that we 
seek. 
 

With that said, we request records in electronic format that, individually or collectively, apply 
to all of the STRS members and retirants who received monthly benefits during 2009, but 
redacting names, addresses, names of employers, and all unique identifiers assigned to each 
member and retirant. 
 

As to each member of that class of people and subject to those redactions, please provide 
records that, individually and collectively, show:
 



- name of county where last employed for each such member
- age of each such member and retirant at the time of retirement;
- years of service of each such member and retirant;
- total taxed and tax-deferred contributions by each such member
- annual compensation paid to each such member for each of the five years immediately 
preceding retirement;
- total amount of the monthly benefit paid to each such member and retirant during 2009.
 

Kathy Siemon of The Plain Dealer is coordinating this request on behalf of the Ohio News 
Organization. If you have questions about this request, please call her at 216-999-4027. You 
may also reach her via e-mail at ksiemon@plaind.com.
 

Sincerely,
 

Bruce Winges, Editor, Akron Beacon Journal 
Tom Callinan, Editor, Cincinnati Enquirer 
Ben Marrison, Editor, Columbus Dispatch
Kevin Riley, Editor, Dayton Daily News
Susan Goldberg, Editor, The Plain Dealer
Jeff Gauger, Executive Editor, The Repository, 
Kurt Franck, Executive Editor, Toledo Blade 
Todd Franko, Editor, Youngstown Vindicator,  
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